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“When the orientation was over and 
we were allowed to go out and shoot, 
I was very excited and a little nervous. 
My dad brought a Remington 511 bolt 
action .22 rifle that was handed down 
to him and showed me how to use it. 
When I pulled the trigger for the first 
time, I knew right then and there that 
this was the sport I wanted to pursue.”

“This camp was so much fun, and 
was more than I expected. The 
sponsors provided a lot of cool gear 
and supplies. Freedom Munitions 
gave us each 400 rounds of rifle 
ammo!  This experience wouldn’t 
have been possible without all the 
generous sponsors and especially 
the camp organizers, Rhonda 
and Mike Gibson, the owners of 
MGM Targets. They were our 
main sponsor and are two of the 
kindest, most generous people I 
have ever met. They care about the 

next generation of shooters, and want to instill good morals and shooting 
values in us. Thank you to them and all the sponsors for all they put into 
this amazing camp.”
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“I like shooting because it’s a great sport 
and I think that it’s just really good to know, 
and I like that sound of the bullets hitting the 
steel targets. It’s competitive and I like that, 
I like shooting against other people and with 
other shooters. I would really recommend 
other juniors to become involved because 
it’s a great sport and it’s really good to 
learn.”
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Safety	 Notice During article development, firearm testing, 
training, and participating in shooting activities, Junior Shooters 
insists that all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow NRA-
approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs 
must always be accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs 
taken in which the camera is in front of the firing line, or what 
would be the firing line, are made using a remote camera.

Warning	Readers:	  Be advised that there may be products represented in this 
magazine as to which the sale, possession, or interstate transportation thereof 
may be restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing requirements.  
Prospective purchasers should consult the local law enforcement authorities 
in their area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, products, equipment, 
and components under particular conditions and circumstances, some or all of 
which may not be reported in the particular article and which this magazine has 
not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the 
use of any product or the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept no responsibility for 
any liability, injuries, or damages arising out of any person’s attempt to rely upon 
any information contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult 
supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing line were done via remote 
camera.

Editor’s Word: INTEGRITY
Working with juniors is an absolute pleasure as we see them 

grow and develop life skills. We always should be encouraging 
them, keeping them motivated and interested, and answering their 
questions. In our sport, we always must be aware of safety and 
emphasize it above all else. Involving juniors in promoting the 
shooting sports and the emphasis we place on safety is something 
I try to do on a regular basis. However, it can become increasingly 
discouraging when the media puts their own spin on it and doesn’t 
want to present the safe aspects of the shooting sports. Generally, 
our juniors rise above this and carry on; representing us in a 
professional manner of which I am extremely proud. One such 
person is Ashley.

Ashley Rumble (12): In October of 2013 I received some 
exciting news from our publisher (Andy). He said the news show 
20/20 was doing a segment on adolescents and firearms and they 
would be sending a crew to the Parma, Idaho shooting range to 
film some of the Junior Shooters in action, and he asked if I wanted 
to be there with some of the other juniors to show what we do. 
My parents and I were pretty excited about me being included in 
a national news story and to show people that what we do is fun 
and safe.

The day came and we headed to Parma in increasingly poor 
weather, but we had a show to put on, so it didn’t really matter. 
When we got there, Duncan, Jessica, Wyatt and Dylan were set up 
and ready to go. At the time, I was one of the youngest shooters 
writing for Junior Shooters, and one of the few that didn’t do 
3-Gun. I was, and still am, having fun with just rimfire shooting, 
so what I was doing was a little lower key than what the other 
four were. Still, I had fun showing the news crew what I do with 
the Browning Buck Mark and TacSol rifle I was using at the time. 
There was a Texas Star setup that I enjoy and a few other targets 
to try out so they could see us in action. I also got to use my new 
.410 pump shotgun on some clay pigeons.

We were all interviewed one by one and asked why we enjoyed 
what we were doing, and then they interviewed all the parents. My 
mom seemed to be in front of the camera a lot more than my dad 
who takes me to all my matches, but she has a different insight on 
how I got started, and how she feels about what I do. She is very 
supportive.

We were told that the segment would be aired in November or 
December, but the months went by with no word. In January, Andy 
called about HBO Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel wanting to 
interview us all again. This time it would be at Impact Arms, the 
local indoor range and a sponsor. It was the first place my dad 
took me when I started shooting, and the manager, Cindy, has 
always watched out for me and gives me advice when needed, so I 
was feeling pretty good about going there knowing that she would 
keep an eye on things.

The HBO crew asked a lot of questions and I thought they were 
really trying to trip me up, unlike the 20/20 people who were a 
lot more easygoing, but everyone said I did pretty well. After the 
one-on-one interview, we went into the range to show what we do. 
Dylan was shooting a .45-70 that sounded like a cannon going off 
in there especially next to my .22 that I was shooting. They went by 
all of us one by one to see how and what we were doing, and then 
we moved back outside. 

All in all, both interviews went really well, but I was still waiting 

to see how the news shows were going to treat us. We finally found 
out shortly after the HBO interview that 20/20 was going to air 
the segment, and it turned out to be a huge let down, because they 
didn’t show one bit of what we did. The message they were trying 
to put across was good, but it turned out to be a little degrading 
after what we were trying to show, and it left a bad taste in my 
mouth.

A few weeks later the HBO interview was scheduled to air and 
our footage made it on this time. They were trying to do a story 
on how safe it is for kids to be shooting guns. There were a lot 
of examples of how unsafe it is to do what we do, but the Junior 
Shooters part of it showed all of us in our team jerseys and an 
adult with us at all times, and that’s what I feel sets us apart from 
the rest. Even though they talked about kids having accidents with 
guns, we showed how it should be. We are trained to be safe all 
the time. There are adults with us all the time and we compete in a 
controlled environment. 

I really enjoy shooting the rimfire matches and I know everyone, 
including myself, makes sure that we do our matches in the safest 
way possible and set an example of how to make it this way.
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By: Max Friedman (12)
I can only imagine that there are a lot of 

kids my age that are interested in shooting, 
but they don’t know what to expect. I was 
one of those kids and the experiences I 
have had in this short time have made me a 
fan of the shooting sports. It was last April 
when my dad wanted to do something nice 
for his father’s birthday, so he decided 
to get a family membership at the local 
shooting range. They had gone shooting 
when my dad was a kid, and being 10, I 
was at the minimum recommended age 
to shoot at the range. So, when my dad 
asked if I wanted to go to the orientation 
with both of them, I jumped at the chance. 
I was shocked that my mom let me go. I 
really paid attention to the instructor and 
took it really serious. When the orientation 
was over and we were allowed to go out 
and shoot, I was very excited and a little 
nervous. My dad brought a Remington 
511 bolt action .22 rifle that was handed 
down to him and showed me how to use it. 
When I pulled the trigger for the first time, 
I knew right then and there that this was the 
sport I wanted to pursue. 

After that first day I wanted to go more 
and more. Anytime my dad was going to 
meet my grandfather I asked to go, too. 
After a few times out we found a 10-round 
magazine for the 511 so I no longer had 
to load it one by one. Then we got a steel 
plinking target so I could hear when my 
shots were hitting it and that was fun. 
Unlike other sports that I had played, my 
interest in shooting didn’t fade. In fact, 
it got stronger and stronger and I was 
actually asking my dad to go even when 
he wasn’t thinking about going. It was 
really cool because I was spending a lot of 
time with both my dad and my grandfather 

doing something that we all liked. We even 
got my mom to come out at one point over 
the summer and shoot with us. That’s when 
she told me that she actually earned an 
NRA Marksman certificate when she went 
to camp as a kid. I was so surprised.

As the summer passed and my birthday 
was approaching in August, I asked my 
parents if I could get my own rifle. I think 
this worried my mom a little bit only 
because it was becoming a reality that 
I was going to the range, and while she 
didn’t want to discourage me, it would 
not be something that a lot of her friends 
would accept if they were to find out. But, 
she agreed that it was okay and for my 11th 
birthday in August we went and picked out 
a Ruger 10/22 carbine. It was now official 
– I had my own rifle that I was responsible 
for. I have to say, shooting the Ruger was 
such a difference from a bolt action rifle 
and it fueled my passion even more.

Our club, South Jersey Shooting Club, 
was hosting the NJ State Ruger Rimfire 
Match in October and even though I had 
never done anything like it, I wanted to 
sign up and shoot in the event. The day we 
arrived I even talked my dad into signing up 
himself. It was such a new experience for 
both of us and right as they were going over 
all the rules we looked in the rifle bag and 
realized that we forgot the magazines for 
the rifle. Luckily, my mom and sister were 
coming to watch and hadn’t left the house 
yet, so they were able to bring them before 
we got underway. While we were listening 
to the RSO talk about the event, we found 
out that this was not just a rifle match, but 
a pistol match as well. I had never shot a 
pistol before and they told me that I didn’t 
have to if I only wanted to shoot the rifle, 

but they had some .22 pistols available if I 
felt like it. Well, I felt like it and believe it 
or not, I did really well. My dad took some 
video of the day and you could hear people 
laughing in the background because I was 
hitting targets without missing and people 
were impressed. In fact, my dad would not 
be happy that I’m telling people, but I did 
better than him that day. It was a really fun 
day, but what was really cool was how nice 
all of the range officers were and how they 

wanted to help me and teach me throughout 
the day. I noticed that there really weren’t 
any kids my age other than a girl who 
seemed to really know what she was doing. 
Later I found out that was Shyanne Roberts 
who has been very helpful in getting me 
involved with shooting and competition.

After the NJ State Ruger Rimfire Match 
I was absolutely hooked on shooting and 
at that point I knew that I wanted to keep 
doing it. With the holidays right around the 
corner, I asked my parents if I could get a 
pistol as a gift. By this point, my mom was 
realizing that I was holding the interest in 
shooting, and that as long as I was investing 

Do You Want To Go

Shooting?

It was 
such a new 
experience
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in the time to be safe and responsible, 
she would support it along with my dad. 
We went shopping for the right pistol and 
landed on the Ruger 22/45 Lite. The man 
who runs the gun shop at my range was 
really helpful in educating me on the right 
one to get. He pointed me toward this one 
because of the 1911 feel that it has along 
with its reliability. He said that if I learn 
on this one then stepping up to a 1911 
someday won’t be difficult because it is the 
same feel. Since we got the pistol in the 
wintertime, I only got to shoot it a couple 
of times before it was really too cold to be 
outside. But as soon as the spring came 
around, I got right back out there.

My range offers all different kinds of 
shooting experiences on the weekends 
from steel plate and static steel to action 
rifle and 3-gun. I’m slowly gaining 
experience because of the friendliness 
and willingness of the staff at the range. 
Primarily I’m shooting steel and static 
and every time I go out I learn more and 
more. The range officers really take their 
time with me and help me understand the 
mechanics of shooting. They are creating 
such a positive experience for me and that 

just makes me want to do it more and more. 
During one of the events, Shyanne Roberts 
showed up with her dad and this was the 
first time that I actually met her.

Shyanne and her dad are amazing. 
Immediately they wanted to help me get 
involved. Now I had a shooting buddy to 
talk to since I can’t talk with my friends at 
home about what I like to do. They asked 
me and my dad if I would be interested 
in attending something called the USPSA 
Area 8 Junior Camp with Todd Jarrett 
as the instructor. My dad and I had no 
idea what it was about or even who Todd 
Jarrett was at the time, but a chance to 
go and learn more about shooting with 
people who shared the same interest was 
something I definitely wanted to do. They 
put me in touch with the director of Area 8, 
Steve Thomas, and I couldn’t believe how 
friendly he was and willing to let me join 

the camp. I started to read about USPSA 
and about Todd Jarrett, and that’s when I 
realized what an amazing opportunity 
I was given. The type of shooting that 
USPSA offers seemed very interesting and 
now that I knew who Todd Jarrett was, I 
couldn’t believe it. It would be like getting 
instruction in basketball from Michael 
Jordan.

I went to the USPSA Area 8 Junior 
Camp in the middle of July. The training 
was incredible. It was Todd Jarrett, 
Steve Thomas, and Carrie Carlson. I was 
nervous at first because I was so new to 
shooting and there were 25 other kids there 
and many seemed to be experienced. But, 
it was amazing. The instructors treated us 
really well; they were patient and it was 
a lot of fun. All of the kids I met were 
great and I know that I will keep lots of 
friendships because of the camp. 

I continue to shoot as much as possible 
and have competed in the PA Steel 
Challenge Summer Shoot, the NSSF 
Rimfire Challenge, and the Tom Benjamin 
Memorial PA State Steel Challenge 
Championship as well. I can’t believe 
how I went from going with my dad and 
grandfather to an orientation at the local 
shooting range to shooting in four big 
competitions in just a year’s time. It’s such 
an exciting feeling knowing that I get to 
do this and my parents support it. And, 
now that I am finding friends in the sport, 
it makes it that much better. Cont. next page...

Help me 
understand 

the mechanics 
of shooting
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I wanted to share my story 
because being new to a sport can 
be intimidating, but if you follow 
these three simple rules you will 
find yourself gaining confidence and 
becoming more prepared to be in 
the shooting sports. First, shooting 
is a serious sport and not something 
to take lightly. Whether you are in a 
classroom learning about guns, with 
your mom and dad at the range, or 
shooting in a competition, you need 
to listen carefully and take all of the 
instruction that you are given. When 
you are not shooting, you should read 
and research about shooting and then 
practice as much as you can. One of 
the things I learned at camp was that 
you can practice things like your 
draw in your home. Second, never 
be shy about asking questions from 
those who are involved in the sport. 
The range officers always have time 
to instruct and answer your questions, 
and they really enjoy working with 
kids. Ask questions at your local gun 
shops so you can learn about guns and 
the maintenance of guns. The more 
you ask, the more information you 
will get, and that will help increase 
your shooting ability quicker. 

Finally, try to 
make friends and get 
involved. The more 
you can develop a 
support system, 
the more fun it will be 
and the more you will 
learn. Shooting is 
very serious, but 
it is also really 

fun and when you 
get to share the 
experience with 

friends it makes it 
even better!
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Autumn has arrived and with it comes 
the celebrations and holidays that warm the 
hearts of so many and prompt Americans 
everywhere to acts of benevolence and 
generosity. The long Labor Day weekend 
begins them all, a celebration of all the 
hardworking Americans who came before 
us and those who will follow, replete with 
last of summer barbecues, final dips in 
swimming pools, and the stockpiling of 
school supplies. Next comes Halloween 
and its plastic pumpkins full of candy, 
gladly dispensed to waiting costumed 
children and later shared between brother 
and sister. Thanksgiving gathers family 
members from far and wide to swap apple 
pies for pumpkin, greenie-beanie casserole 
for stuffing, and turkey drumsticks for 
tender breast meat. Finally there are 
Christmas and Hanukkah, each with their 
own rituals and exchanging of gifts. 

There’s one more thing to celebrate, 
one more season among the seasons. I’m 
talking about hunting. Beginning with the 
opening days of dove hunts on Labor Day 
weekend, moving on to early teal duck 
and Canada goose hunts, then arriving at 

the muzzleloader and archery seasons for 
elk, moose, and sheep. There are hunts for 
grouse, woodcock, quail, and other upland 
game birds woven in between. And finally, 
what for many are the hunts they’ve waited 
for all year – the many Thanksgiving 
hunts. Some work to force stubborn bucks 
from deep holds of timber to pass in front 
of waiting hunters along a drainage or 
other natural funnel, while others pull 
muddy pickup trucks to line the edges 
of cut corn and milo fields, blockers and 
pushers squeezing wary pheasants to flush, 
cackling, into the crisp, cold, cloudless 
blue skies. These are the things our hunting 
heritage is made of, indeed a great part of 
our firearms heritage in America.

That hunting is often a reason for friends 
and family members to gather and tell tales 
about the ones that did and didn’t get away, 
to relive how well that old gun of grandpa’s 
used to shoot, and secure bragging rights 
with the newest gun; all part of a foundation 
for inviting others to do what you love so 
much. Just as adults tell the stories of their 
weekend hunts to their coworkers and 
neighbors, so do youth hunters share their 

own tales with classmates – and it’s those 
conversations that can open the door for 
new hunters to join the established.

Once you start the conversation, the 
NSSF is key to sustaining it. An invaluable 
resource for safety (see the information 
at www.nssf.org on the “Own it? Respect 
it. Secure it.” and “Project ChildSafe” 
campaigns), shooting tips through a 
vast archive of YouTube videos, and a 
wide variety of news about shooting and 
firearms, the NSSF’s website is also a 
top choice for information to help you 
introduce others to hunting. 

The first thing to do with your possible 
new hunting partner is choose the link 
“How to Get Started.” There you can learn 
about the bird or game animal you might 
wish to hunt, information on being an 
ethical hunter and conservation, and safety 
rules for the field. 

From there, the section called 
WhereToHunt.org is the place to go. This 
link takes you to a map of the U.S. where 
you can click on the state you wish to hunt 
and be taken to that state’s fish and wildlife 
department website, complete with license 



Estimated Whitetail Deer Harvest Data
State 2007 
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Buck  
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Buck  
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Doe
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Buck  

2010 
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Total 

Alabama  129,600  212,400  342,000  153,000  203,000  356,000  115,200  173,800  289,000  129,000  208,000  337,000 

Arizona  4,333  0  4,333  5,080  364  5,444  13,088  138  13,226  5,910  194  5,910 

Arkansas  94,834  59,827  154,661  93,375  74,963  168,338  88,710  98,332  187,042  82,973  103,192  186,165 

Connecticut  5,312  5,750  11,062  5,892  6,790  12,682  5,534  6,240  11,774  5,299  6,813  12,112 

Deleware  3,501  10,139  13,640  3,771  10,105  13,876  3,461  8,939  12,400  3,993  10,190  14,183 

Florida  74,235  46,844  121,079  110,374  70,930  181,304  89,858  63,575  153,433  102,862  75,683  178,545 

Georgia  143,092  207,623  350,715  159,567  239,350  398,917  140,142  258,536  398,678  155,255  308,747  464,002 

Idaho  14,885  7,159  22,044  13,610  6,149  19,759  12,980  4,989  17,969  13,665  5,441  19,106 

Illinois  81,356  118,246  199,602  71,813  117,088  188,901  69,697  119,937  189,634  69,139  113,131  182,270 

Indiana  49,375  75,052  124,427  50,845  78,903  129,748  52,981  79,771  132,752  53,007  80,997  134,004 

Iowa  54,295  91,919  146,214  51,710  90,484  142,194  49,612  86,892  136,504  48,749  78,345  127,094 

Kansas  39,526  34,155  73,681  41,462  39,028  80,490  39,629  47,418  87,047  43,047  42,806  85,853 

Kentucky  49,984  63,451  113,435  54,936  65,674  120,610  55,290  58,295  113,585  59,170  51,206  110,376 

Louisiana  110,660  90,540  201,200  87,010  71,190  158,200  81,015  66,285  147,300  84,425  69,075  153,500 

Maine  16,103  12,781  28,884  13,564  7,497  21,061  11,141  6,951  18,092  12,230  5,204  17,434 

Maryland  32,221  59,987  92,208  34,725  65,712  100,437  32,646  65,635  98,281  32,062  63,821  95,883 

Massachusetts  5,826  5,713  11,539  5,582  5,620  11,202  5,444  4,884  10,328  5,703  5,090  10,793 

Michigan  267,429  216,555  483,984  248,350  241,573  489,923  215,120  220,916  436,036  212,341  205,509  417,850 

Minnesota  109,000  151,000  260,000  96,000  126,000  222,000  94,367  99,819  194,186  88,000  78,500  166,500 

Mississippi  131,970  143,647  275,617  132,167  148,687  280,854  122,705  148,185  270,890  142,671  179,616  322,287 

Missouri  120,524  180,391  300,915  99,957  182,162  282,119  107,150  189,647  296,797  104,607  170,592  275,199 

Nebraska  34,585  22,537  57,122  36,235  32,397  68,632  34,768  29,711  64,479  37,967  39,198  77,165 

New Hampshire  7,667  5,892  13,559  6,390  4,526  10,916  5,940  4,444  10,384  6,015  3,744  9,759 

New Jersey  17,467  29,549  47,016  18,399  34,859  53,258  19,181  33,603  52,784  19,925  35,479  55,404 

New York  104,451  114,690  219,141  105,747  117,232  222,979  102,057  120,741  222,798  106,960  123,140  230,100 

North Carolina  83,665  88,321  171,986  85,051  91,246  176,297  81,283  87,990  169,273  80,430  94,727  175,157 

North Dakota  36,445  61,673  98,118  33,963  57,577  91,540  29,707  45,119  74,826  30,900  38,400  69,300 

Ohio  87,648  145,206  232,854  89,962  162,055  252,017  93,905  167,355  261,260  86,017  153,458  239,475 

Oklahoma  58,059  37,832  95,891  59,449  45,820  105,269  65,755  50,420  116,175  63,314  46,000  109,314 

Pennsylvania  109,200  213,870  323,070  122,410  213,440  335,850  108,330  200,590  308,920  122,930  193,310  316,240 

Rhode Island  1,067  1,029  2,096  1,055  1,210  2,265  1,089  1,035  2,124  1,394  1,104  2,498 

South Carolina  112,522  126,671  239,193  119,346  129,432  248,778  120,356  111,338  231,694  116,755  105,894  222,649 

South Dakota  33,398  36,642  70,040  33,413  30,459  63,872  40,333  47,017  87,350  36,377  44,068  80,445 

Tennessee  77,604  86,907  164,511  93,873  70,540  164,413  83,536  78,243  161,779  79,859  82,950  162,809 

Texas  288,227  224,625  512,852  340,159  279,491  619,650  300,575  258,782  559,357  357,378  330,698  688,076 

Vermont  8,955  5,516  14,471  9,539  7,452  16,991  8,039  7,148  15,187  8,430  7,051  15,481 

Virginia  109,718  133,074  242,792  112,207  144,175  256,382  108,623  150,401  259,024  95,831  126,243  222,074 

West Virginia  83,033  62,904  145,937  86,914  76,689  163,603  80,036  74,376  154,412  58,416  47,637  106,053 

Wisconsin  170,142  347,431  517,573  138,507  313,378  451,885  134,696  192,557  327,253  148,378  185,211  333,589 

Wyoming  7,975  5,980  13,955  8,304  6,488  14,792  8,548  6,865  15,413  8,154  6,496  14,650 

TOTALS 2,969,889 3,543,528 6,513,417 3,033,713 3,669,735 6,703,448 2,832,527 3,476,919 6,309,446 2,919,538 3,526,960 6,446,498 

Sources: Quality Deer Management Association Whitetail Reports 2011-2012, State Department of Natural Resources and National Shooting Sports Foundation®

Bucks average 130 - 290 lbs., Does average 88 - 200 lbs. with approximately 50% usable meat when butchered meaning the 6.3 million deer harvested in 2010 equate to approximately 400 
million pounds of meat equating to 1.6 billion meals. 

State 2007 Buck 2007 Doe 2007 Total  2008 Buck   2008 Doe  2008 Total  2009 Buck   2009 Doe  2009 Total  2010 Buck   2010 Doe  2010 Total State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
Connecticut
Deleware
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Vermont
Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
TOTALS

129,600 212,400 342,000 153,000 203,000 356,000 115,200 173,800 289,000 129,000 208,000 337,000 Alabama
4,333 0 4,333 5,080 364 5,444 13,088 138 13,226 5,910 194 5,910 Arizona

94,834 59,827 154,661 93,375 74,963 168,338 88,710 98,332 187,042 82,973 103,192 186,165 Arkansas
5,312 5,750 11,062 5,892 6,790 12,682 5,534 6,240 11,774 5,299 6,813 12,112 Connecticut
3,501 10,139 13,640 3,771 10,105 13,876 3,461 8,939 12,400 3,993 10,190 14,183 Deleware

74,235 46,844 121,079 110,374 70,930 181,304 89,858 63,575 153,433 102,862 75,683 178,545 Florida
143,092 207,623 350,715 159,567 239,350 398,917 140,142 258,536 398,678 155,255 308,747 464,002 Georgia

14,885 7,159 22,044 13,610 6,149 19,759 12,980 4,989 17,969 13,665 5,441 19,106 Idaho
81,356 118,246 199,602 71,813 117,088 188,901 69,697 119,937 189,634 69,139 113,131 182,270 Illinois
49,375 75,052 124,427 50,845 78,903 129,748 52,981 79,771 132,752 53,007 80,997 134,004 Indiana
54,295 91,919 146,214 51,710 90,484 142,194 49,612 86,892 136,504 48,749 78,345 127,094 Iowa
39,526 34,155 73,681 41,462 39,028 80,490 39,629 47,418 87,047 43,047 42,806 85,853 Kansas
49,984 63,451 113,435 54,936 65,674 120,610 55,290 58,295 113,585 59,170 51,206 110,376 Kentucky

110,660 90,540 201,200 87,010 71,190 158,200 81,015 66,285 147,300 84,425 69,075 153,500 Louisiana
16,103 12,781 28,884 13,564 7,497 21,061 11,141 6,951 18,092 12,230 5,204 17,434 Maine
32,221 59,987 92,208 34,725 65,712 100,437 32,646 65,635 98,281 32,062 63,821 95,883 Maryland

5,826 5,713 11,539 5,582 5,620 11,202 5,444 4,884 10,328 5,703 5,090 10,793 Massachusetts
267,429 216,555 483,984 248,350 241,573 489,923 215,120 220,916 436,036 212,341 205,509 417,850 Michigan
109,000 151,000 260,000 96,000 126,000 222,000 94,367 99,819 194,186 88,000 78,500 166,500 Minnesota
131,970 143,647 275,617 132,167 148,687 280,854 122,705 148,185 270,890 142,671 179,616 322,287 Mississippi
120,524 180,391 300,915 99,957 182,162 282,119 107,150 189,647 296,797 104,607 170,592 275,199 Missouri

34,585 22,537 57,122 36,235 32,397 68,632 34,768 29,711 64,479 37,967 39,198 77,165 Nebraska
7,667 5,892 13,559 6,390 4,526 10,916 5,940 4,444 10,384 6,015 3,744 9,759 New Hampshire

17,467 29,549 47,016 18,399 34,859 53,258 19,181 33,603 52,784 19,925 35,479 55,404 New Jersey
104,451 114,690 219,141 105,747 117,232 222,979 102,057 120,741 222,798 106,960 123,140 230,100 New York

83,665 88,321 171,986 85,051 91,246 176,297 81,283 87,990 169,273 80,430 94,727 175,157 North Carolina
36,445 61,673 98,118 33,963 57,577 91,540 29,707 45,119 74,826 30,900 38,400 69,300 North Dakota
87,648 145,206 232,854 89,962 162,055 252,017 93,905 167,355 261,260 86,017 153,458 239,475 Ohio
58,059 37,832 95,891 59,449 45,820 105,269 65,755 50,420 116,175 63,314 46,000 109,314 Oklahoma

109,200 213,870 323,070 122,410 213,440 335,850 108,330 200,590 308,920 122,930 193,310 316,240 Pennsylvania
1,067 1,029 2,096 1,055 1,210 2,265 1,089 1,035 2,124 1,394 1,104 2,498 Rhode Island

112,522 126,671 239,193 119,346 129,432 248,778 120,356 111,338 231,694 116,755 105,894 222,649 South Carolina
33,398 36,642 70,040 33,413 30,459 63,872 40,333 47,017 87,350 36,377 44,068 80,445 South Dakota
77,604 86,907 164,511 93,873 70,540 164,413 83,536 78,243 161,779 79,859 82,950 162,809 Tennessee

288,227 224,625 512,852 340,159 279,491 619,650 300,575 258,782 559,357 357,378 330,698 688,076 Texas
8,955 5,516 14,471 9,539 7,452 16,991 8,039 7,148 15,187 8,430 7,051 15,481 Vermont

109,718 133,074 242,792 112,207 144,175 256,382 108,623 150,401 259,024 95,831 126,243 222,074 Virginia
83,033 62,904 145,937 86,914 76,689 163,603 80,036 74,376 154,412 58,416 47,637 106,053 West Virginia

170,142 347,431 517,573 138,507 313,378 451,885 134,696 192,557 327,253 148,378 185,211 333,589 Wisconsin
7,975 5,980 13,955 8,304 6,488 14,792 8,548 6,865 15,413 8,154 6,496 14,650 Wyoming

2,969,889 3,543,528 6,513,417 3,033,713 3,669,735 6,703,448 2,832,527 3,476,919 6,309,446 2,919,538 3,526,960 6,446,498 TOTALS
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and regulation listings and links to hunter 
education class resources. An additional 
page, FamiliesAfield.org, part of the 
Families Afield program begun by the 
NSSF in 2004, also includes information 
on apprentice licenses. The majority of 
states in the Lower 48 and Alaska have 
apprentice licenses available to them, 
which provide prospective new hunters 
interested in learning more about the 
sport through hunting with a mentor, but 
without having to sit through several days 
of hunter education classes. The interactive 
map on this page shows you which ones 
and provides links to information on how 
to obtain these special permits and the 
requirements to do so. More than one 
million apprentice licenses have been 
issued in the last five years, proving this 
“try before you buy” approach is an 
effective way to get new hunters interested 
in trying the sport. 

Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program that promotes safe firearms handling and storage 
practices among all firearm owners through the distribution of safety education messages and free 
firearm Safety Kits. The kits include a cable-style gun-locking device and a brochure (also available 
in Spanish) that discusses safe handling and storage. Since 2003, the Project has partnered with 
local law enforcement agencies to distribute more than 36 million safety kits to gun owners in all 
50 states and five U.S. territories. See more at www.projectchildsafe.org

NSSF’s message of  “Own it? Respect it. Secure it.” is a great way to start the conversation 
about safety, especially as mentors take new hunters afield and demonstrate the safe, legal, and 
responsible ways to travel with firearms from home to hunting location and back again.

One of the neatest features of NSSF’s 
hunting page is the link called “Send 
an Invite.” This is where you can send 
a customized e-mail postcard to the 
person you wish to hunt with. All sorts of 
postcards are available, from squirrels and 
flushing pheasant roosters, to tall-racked 
whitetails and decoy ducks. You know how 
special you feel when you get a well-made 
invitation to a party or event – think how 
special a new hunter would feel to get your 
postcard that says “Come Hunt with Me 
This Saturday!”

Sharing the hunt doesn’t stop when the 
sun sets and the stories have been told. 
Many times hunters harvest more than 
their freezers can hold and their families 
can reasonably eat. That creates the perfect 
opportunity to share the season’s bounty 
with those less fortunate. The NSSF’s 
hunting page has a link called “Share 
Your Harvest.” This link has a wonderful 

graphic that demonstrates how much 
deer meat hunters take in each of the four 
U.S. regions, and how much they donate 
to charitable food centers. There’s also a 
link that helps you find the game donation 
center nearest you. 

This last may be the most important. 
Recall earlier when I talked about those 
Monday morning chats you have with 
coworkers and your children have with 
their classmates after a weekend of 
hunting? It’s a fair bet that a good many 
of those listeners don’t know much at all 
about hunting. Heck, they may not even 
be all that interested, but they just might 
get interested when you mention that 
you donated an extra doe you shot to the 
homeless shelter in your town. It’s that 
kind of moment – you see the look on their 
face that says “I didn’t know you could do 
that” – that can take a non-hunter and make 
them a hunter. They can immediately see 



“...ask someone to go with you on 
your next trip afield.”
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Sometimes all it takes to 
make a non-hunter into a 
hunter is a conversation 
about the fun and how 
much good hunting does 
for the community, wildlife, 
and conservations. Start 
that conversation and ask 
someone to go with you 
on your next trip afield—
this kind of enjoyment was 
meant to be shared.

Apprentice hunting licenses 
are available in most of 
the states in the Lower 48 
and Alaska. They allow a 
mentor to take along a new 
hunter, without that hunter 
having to go through hours 
and often days of hunter 
education instruction in a 
classroom setting. It’s kind 
of a “try it before you buy 
it” approach. The NSSF’s 
website FamiliesAfield.org 
has an interactive map that 
shows which states have 
apprentice hunting licenses, 
as well as links to each 
state’s wildlife agencies.

how much good hunting can do for their 
communities, and that hunters, contrary to 
what some believe, aren’t out there “just to 
shoot horns.” 

Once you have the conversation started, 
keep it going with the NSSF’s Hunter’s 
Pocket Fact Card. This easy reference 
card lists the facts on hunters’ dollar 
contributions to conservation efforts, jobs 
generated by hunting, and more on the good 
hunters do for wildlife, the environment, 
and the economy each and every day. The 
card is available at http://www.nssf.org/
PDF/HunterFactCard.pdf as a free PDF 
download, and for those holding hunting 
club events or participating in community 
outreach efforts, there’s also a link for 
ordering the card in bulk quantities.

This kind of hands-on and fact-based 
introduction to the pastime of hunting can 
go a long, long way toward correcting 
and preventing misperceptions about 
our sport. It is also a wonderful avenue 
for capturing the attention of those you 
might not normally see in your hunting 
fields, including women and minorities. 
Truly, in general, most people like to do 
good things for others. People also like it 
when they see others doing good things. 
Hunting is just one of the many ways the 
shooting community benefits conservation, 
the economy, those in need, and our own 
families. So the next time you see that “I 
didn’t know that” look on a colleague’s 
face, the next time your classmate says 
“That sounds cool!” take them to www.
nssf.org and show them the way. Every 
hunter has something to offer anyone and 
everyone who wants to join us.
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1911 9m
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Here I am 
shooting 
at an at 
a IDPA 
match.



I started shooting when I was five because I wanted to be a 
cowgirl. From then on, my dad and I shot my pink Red Ryder 
BB Gun more and more every day to perfect my shooting. 
Then, when I was seven, my dad bought me a Henry lever 
action rifle .22. In my backyard, my dad put more hubcaps 
and license plates on the fence. When I was eight, my dad 
bought me a Beretta Neos .22 pistol. After that, I started 
training for International Defense Pistol Association (IDPA) 
matches with Mike Webb at Texas Tactical in Manor, Texas. I 
participated in my first IDPA match at eight years old.

My dad met Niki Jones at a gun show in Austin and she 
told my dad about the Sure Shots, an all-female shooting 
league and I started to shoot with them every Wednesday at 
Red’s Indoor Range in Austin, Texas. Then, when I turned 
nine, we started getting serious about shooting and shot at 
the Texas State Steel Championship in Corpus Christi, Texas. 
With my new gun, a Smith & Wesson M&P .22, I came in 
second place. 

So, my dad, who is my trainer/coach, decided to build me 
some race guns; two custom 1911 .22 race guns. He also just 
built me a Taurus 1911 9mm for IDPA matches and he built 
it using all Wilson Combat parts and magazines. I’ve been on 
Fox TV and KEYE TV Austin, and also was on ABC Nightline 
with Juju Chang,  http://abcnews.go.com/US/teaching-
kids-shoot-guns-make-safer/story?id=23916846.  I’ve been 
shooting IDPA and steel for about 2 1/2 years and during 
that time me and my dad were in a movie about families who 
shoot called, “Kids and Guns 2014” made by Minnow Films 
In London, England for Channel 4 that just came out this 
month. I also went to the Smith & Wesson 2014 U.S. National 
Steel Championships in Florida and came in 3rd place using 
the new CW Accessories race guns parts in a GSG 1911 .22 
pistol my dad built for me. One has CW iron sights, the other 
has a Burris FastFire III red dot sight. I have some sponsors 
like Red’s Indoor Range in Austin Texas, CW Accessories, 
FrogLube, Scalpel Arms, Liquid Eyewear and I’m looking for 
more sponsors. Would love an ammo sponsor. I shoot every day 
and now we have a full shooting range in our yard. Other guns 
that I use are my S&W M&P 15-22 .22 Rifle and a TriStar 
20-gauge semi-auto shotgun.

I like shooting because it’s a great sport and I think that 
it’s just really good to know, and I like that sound of the 
bullets hitting the steel targets. It’s competitive and I like 
that, I like shooting against other people and with other 
shooters. I would really recommend other juniors to become 
involved because it’s a great sport and it’s really good to learn. 
You can shoot with your family and friends. My dad and I 
make it fun by going zombie hunting. I don’t just shoot; I also 
ride horses and do rodeos. And for other fun, I like to bike 
ride and draw, and of courses play with my Xbox. 

I like both IDPA and steel matches. I like IDPA because 
it’s tactical and it’s like real-life serious. I like steel because 
it’s fast and I like the sound of the steel. I like both equally, 
but they both offer something different. My goal is to shoot 
bigger matches around the country and be the best I can be.
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My 1911 CW / GSG 
.22 custom race 
gun with a Burris 
red dot sight.

This is me 
when I was 
seven with my 
pink Daisy, 
Red Ryder BB 
gun!

This is my home range 
that my Dad built so I 
can practice!



(Inches at 100 Yards Distance)

FNH SPR 7.62mm/.308 
with Alpen Apex 6-24X50
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Alpen’s APEX XP 6-24X50 By: Michael Sacks
It’s not often that you get more than you bargained 

for; but I did. I recently had the pleasure of testing a 
scope that was on my wish list for a while. It’s the 
ALPEN Apex XP Model 4058 6-24 x 50 rifle scope. 
The reason it was on my wish list was my previous 
experience with this manufacturer. They make great 
optics at very reasonable prices.

Over the years, I have been a Leupold person. They 
have a consistency of quality and design that can be 
trusted. Their warranty is excellent also. Alpen does 
the same, but at a third of the price. 

I recently purchased an FN SPR A-5 in 7.62mm. I 
necessarily needed to scope it. 

After properly mounting this scope on the SPR, I 
took it to the range for some field testing. 

 6X 10X 16X 24X
A 40 24 15 10
B 2 1.2 .8 .5
C 4 2.5 1.5 1
D 4 2.5 1.5 1
E 8 5 3 2

The ALPEN did its job – flawlessly. It allowed me to bring the accuracy of the rifle out by the clarity of the glass, easy focus and great 
reticle. I chose the ALPEN Apex XP 6-24 x 50. This scope has plenty of elevation helped by a 30mm tube and is extremely bright. It has 
what I want in a scope that is to be used in a competitive environment. Side focus allows for quick sighting. Target turrets give me the 
ability to make adjustments quickly. The glass is fully multi-coated and the scope is both waterproof and fog proof.

To have an accurate shooting 
platform, you need a number of 
things to work together. The scope, 
mount, rifle and ammunition all 
need to be working together!

Alpen® Apex® XP™ 
Riflescope WBDC-

TACT Reticle

WBDC-TACT Reticle  #4058
APEX XP WBDC-TACT Reticle Subtentions

To properly mount the scope I used Warne AR-style mounts because of how well 
they do their job. The AR-style mount gives me the height I require in a one-piece 
platform.

The ALPEN Apex XP WBDC-TACT Reticle is simple to use and is also well-
suited for quick elevation and windage adjustments in the field.

At 50 yards distance multiply each value by .5
At 150 yards distance multiply each value by 1.5
At 200 yards distance multiply each value by 2
At 300 yards distance multiply each value by 3



  

The Forward Movement Training Center is an advanced
tactical and self-defense indoor/outdoor training facility that
provides for the ultimate training experience.

Our 25,000sf facility is located in Meridian, ID and consists
of a fully mocked up 2,100sf residential home, 1,200 true to
life bank, 1,000sf mat room, VirTra 100LE Simulator,
training vehicles, classroom, and outdoor gated training
area.

Courses include Active Shooter, SWAT, Home Defense,
Urban Defense, Self-Defense, Concealed Weapons,
Security Tactics, Bank Employee Robbery Training, and
much more. IF it has to do with tactics, self-defense,
Personal Security, Law Enforcement, or Security Officer
duties, we train it!

www.forwardmovementtraining.com - www.facebook.com/FMTtraining - 208.412.7966                     
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conceals in pistol grip.

Reversible Picatinny rail
 mount conceals in forend.

Store two magazines in
fully adjustable buttstock.

Available in 3 Camo Patterns 
or Classic Black.

Transform your trusty old 10-22® into a whole new beast.
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Barrel insert adapts to 
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Classic Black

Alpen’s APEX XP 6-24X50 By: Michael Sacks
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D 4 2.5 1.5 1
E 8 5 3 2



Here are some of the specs and 
customizations of the rifle:

• 1:8 twist rate - This allows me to use heavier 
bullets for longer shots.

• Chambered in 5.56 NATO - It is very 
reliable and I don’t have to worry about .223 
versus 5.56; I can shoot both with no worries 
at all.

• VTAC Troy 13” extreme TRX forearm - 
This lightens the gun and is free floating 
which helps with greater accuracy so you 
can make the long shot.

• VTAC light mount - I don’t use this feature 
for competition, but this would be great in a 
tactical situation, too.

• VTAC two-point padded sling- the two-point 
VTAC padded sling is amazing because 
it allows me to custom fit the sling to the 
gun and myself for easy and fast transitions 
during a match.

• VTAC low-profile sling swivel mount - This 
is a great way to attach my sling and it stays 
out of the way when I grip the forearm as 
well as adding support for those long shots.

• 16” barrel- This makes it light and accurate.
• VTAC, S&W muzzle brake.  A nice muzzle 

brake minimizing recoil.
• Vltor IMOD 6 position stock - This allows 

me to custom fit the gun to me which is 
especially important since I am still growing.

• Just over 6 lbs. without scope - It is light 
enough for me to shoot those long 3-Gun 
stages and not get too tired.

• Geissele Super V trigger- I really like this 
trigger.

    LONG
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By: Joseph Murray   (13)
Are you a 3-Gun shooter or a kid that wants to shoot 3-Gun, but are unsure if your rifle can handle the rigors of a 3-Gun match? For 

me, I knew I could hit the close-up targets, but I was unsure if I could hit the long shots out beyond 100 yards. In this article I will show 
you how to use a good rifle to make those long shots. I am going to demonstrate the process of getting a good zero on your rifle and then 
how to use your zero.  We will also use some technology to get good hits on target from three yards to 300 yards and more.

I use the Smith & Wesson M&P VTAC II for 3-Gun competitions and to prepare myself for a life of service in the U.S. Army. The 
Smith & Wesson M&P VTAC II 5.56 is a great hybrid for both defense and competition. It is a battle rifle with custom modifications that 
makes it equally efficient on the range, in the field, or in a 3-Gun competition.

This is no run-of-the-mill AR, nor is it a custom-built match rifle; this is a hybrid. It is a better battle rifle, a combat rifle with 
customizations allowing it to dominate the match circuit as well as keep our soldiers safe overseas (Editor’s note: This rifle is a semi-
auto; the military version is 3-round burst or full-auto.) It is also for law enforcement here at home or for the average law-abiding citizen 

exercising their 2nd Amendment rights.
If you want to make the most accurate shot possible on many different types of targets of various sizes and 

various distances, you must have a good zero to start out with. I have a 50-yard zero which is a good zero 
for competition and is used by some big name law enforcement agencies.

You need to know what your bullet does at your zero, inside your zero and beyond your zero distance. 
Cursory knowledge of ballistics is very helpful. You need to use the same ammunition on the day you zero-
in your gun and on match day; this is very important. You need to continue to check your zero throughout 
the match season to make sure that your scope has not been moved in any way. 

Here is how to get a good zero. First off, you need to have a clean, well-lubed gun. You need a known 
range, not a guess or an approximate range, but a known distance from the muzzle of your gun to the target. 
A good target for zeroing is a must and I use an old target that my dad has used for years (see photo). 

It’s a



    LONG
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By: Joseph Murray   (13)
A very important but often overlooked need for zeroing is a steady platform to shoot from, like a “lead sled,” beanbags or sandbags. But 

if you are using a scope on top to assist with long shots like me, make sure your scope is mounted correctly, securely, and is level. You need 
to make sure you take your shots the same way until you reach your zero, so if you have been using a lead sled keep on using it. Then repeat 
the zero so you’re sure it wasn’t a fluke. Last but not least, once you are sure that you have a good zero, try getting the same results without 
as much artificial support.

So your gun is zeroed, now what?
You need to find out the ballistic information for your cartridge. That is very easy if it is factory ammo. “Just GTS that” or “Google that 

stuff” as my dad says. You can use the average listed velocity, but it would be even better if you can chronograph it out of your gun. Ballistics 
is what your bullet does once it leaves the cartridge case until its flight is over. This is basically math with a bunch of variables, but your 
exact zero distance is the number needed to start your calculations. If your ammo is reloaded, then you need to know the velocity, but you can 

Shot

easily get that by using a chronograph. So find a friend with 
a chrono and maybe they will let you use it…or bribe them 
with chicken wings (I like teriyaki the best).

The bullet weight and the ballistic coefficient of the bullet 
you shoot will also be needed. To find that information, you 
need to either look for the info on the manufacturer’s website 
or look on the box.

I use a ballistic software program 
available online for free. You can 
download it to your Smartphone. I 
don’t have a Smartphone, but I can 
use it on my iPod Touch. The name 
of the app I use is “Ballistic AE.” 
Follow the prompts on the program 
and it will do the work for you. Then 
you can send it to your computer 
and print a simple drop chart or 
“cheat sheet.” This chart will tell 
you what happens ballistically with 
your cartridge from the gun at the 
time and place you entered the data. 
That is very accurate, but it would 
be even more accurate if you could calculate the distance, 
wind, temperature, humidity and elevation at the time you 
need to make the shot at the match.

Usually in competition you know the size and distance of 
your target, so you can get by with just using your drop chart 
made at home and a range finder so you can tell how far the 
shot is. It is very important that you know the size and range 
of your target and take notes of any other crazy variables like 
very high crosswinds.

Since the S&W VTAC II is a hybrid capable of many tasks, 
the zero is very important and can be efficient on multiple 

targets. Here are some representative targets - on each target you 
will see my 50-yard zero, my 100-yard impact, my 200-yard 
impact, my 300-yard impact, and even my 3-yard impact: 

1. The VTAC Humanoid - For the better battle rifle side 
of the spectrum. This is very useful for training and practice 
for law enforcement and military. Plus, it looks very cool! 

2. On a USPSA target - These targets are the targets used 
in all USPSA pistol matches and most close-up pistol, rifle and 
buckshot, and slug targets.

3. For a steel swinger - Used for most long-distance shots 
in 3-Gun. This steel target is mostly what you’ll be shooting at 
in a 3-Gun match when it comes to long-range shots (Editor’s 
note: Some 3-Gun matches have small long-range targets out 
as far as 400 yards.)

The S&W VTAC II, combining the features of a good battle 
rifle and a custom-built competition rifle, makes for a great 
choice for 3-Gun competitions, law enforcement, military or for 
hunting. This gun should last me a lifetime of adventures in all 
of these venues.

With a good zero, drop chart and a range finder you will be 
able to make your long shot.

And remember, at your zero distance, where you aim is where 
you hit. Everything inside of that distance is going to be low and 
everything outside of that distance will either be high or low 
throughout the flight of the bullet depending on distance, and 
at one point will cross your zero again. With my 50-yard zero 
my bullet crosses past the zero point again at approximately 205 
yards

With these tips, you’ll be able to make your … long shot.  



STANDARD FEATURES:
• Accommodates Over 160 Calibers
• Uses Standard 7/8” x 14 Dies
• Loading Rate: 500-600 Rds./Hr.
• Comes With One Caliber Conversion
• Interchangeable Toolhead Assembly
• Automatic Powder Measure
• Automatic Primer System
• Lifetime Warranty

RL 550B
Progressive Reloader

Dillon Precision’sDillon Precision’s

dillonprecision.com
For FREE Catalog # K05-14690, call 800-762-3845
dillonprecision.com

Pictured here with 
optional accessories:

.45 ACP Die Set              K05-14404
Strong Mount                 K05-22051
Alum. Roller Handle       K05-17950
Low Powder Sensor        K05-16306
Aluminum Bullet Tray     K05-22214
RL 550 Toolholder with Wrench Set
                                      K05-11541
Cartridge Case Bin/Bracket
                                      K05-11185
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Ergo Grips are shaped and contoured to fi t the human 
hand for a natural interface between the shooter and 

the rifl e. Grip better, shoot better.

GRIPS | RAIL COVERS | STOCKS
VERTICAL FOREGRIPS | ACCESSORIES

Ergo Grips
P.O. Box 1459

Moriarty, NM 87035
877.281.3783

WWW.ERGOGRIPS.NET

Ergo Grips are shaped and contoured to fi t the human 
hand for a natural interface between the shooter and 

DESIGNED FOR THE MOST IMPORTANT 

PART OF THE RIFLE
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By: Andy Fink
Photos: Kenny Durham
and Andy Fink

The big screen Western movies come 
alive with every shot. Oh, the thrill and the 
excitement of the Old West comes back 
to me every time I hold a Single Action 
revolver. This is especially true of the Colt 
.45, that is, the original .45 known as the 
Single Action Army and its new generations 
(there are three generations made by Colt). 

This is not the 1911 .45 ACP semi-auto that 
is still a fantastic pistol and I think everyone 
should own one, but the long-barreled 
revolver that is known as the Peacemaker 
and has been referred to as “The Gun That 
Won The West,” although that term was also 

Gene Autry, The Cisco Kid, The Life and 
Legends of Wyatt Earp, Gunsmoke, and 
so many more, created a huge demand for 
the revolver, so Colt resumed production 
in 1956 with the second generation line of 
Single Action Army revolvers. This second 
generation of Colt Single Action Army 
revolvers was produced from 1956 to 1975. 

The third generation has been produced 
from 1976 to present. Though Western 
movies and TV shows have decreased over 
the last few decades, the infatuation for the 
Colt Single Action Army revolver has not. 
This can be seen in the popular shooting 
sports of Cowboy Fast Draw and Cowboy 
Action Shooting. Colt currently offers the 
Single Action Army in one of two finishes: 
either an all-nickel or blued with color case-
hardened frame; in the traditional three 
barrel lengths: 4-3/4-inch, 5-1/2-inch and 
7-1/2-inch; and two regular chamberings: 
.357 Magnum or .45 Colt, though additional 
chamberings are available from the Colt 
Custom Shop. The new Frontier Model, an 
adjustable-sight model with a modern front-

Peacemaker

Colt  THE ORIGINAL .45

“Kapow!” “Boom!” Cowboys, 
Indians, and outlaws of yesteryear.

used for the Winchester 1873. 
Colt introduced the Colt Single Action 

Army in 1873 and it was chambered in .45 
Colt (Note: It is not a .45 Long Colt.) By the 
end of 1874, serial no. 16,000 was reached 
with 12,500 Colt Single Action Army (SAA) 
revolvers for the Army and the remaining 
revolvers sold in the civilian market. 

Colt ceased production of the Single 
Action Army at the beginning of World 
War II. The invention of television and 
Western movies, especially those known 
as “B” Westerns and popular TV shows 
such as Paladin, Bonanza, High Chaparral, 

The SAA was available in a 4-3/4-inch barrel civilian model, a 5-1/2-inch barrel artillery model 
and the standard (original) U.S. Cavalry model 7-1/2-inch barrel, though there were some special 
models made with barrel lengths from 2-to-16 inches. There were a variety of different names 
these revolvers became associated with such as: “Peacemaker,” “Hog leg,” “Frontier Six-Shooter,” 
“Equalizer,” and “Thumb Buster.” They also came in a large number of calibers (all calibers are 
centerfire unless otherwise noted with a RF for rimfire): .22 RF, .32 RF, .32 Colt, .32 S&W, 
.32-44, .38 Colt, .38 S&W, .38 Colt Special, .38 S&W Special, .38-40, .357 Magnum, .380 
Eley, .44 smoothbore, .44 RF, .44 German, .44 Russian, .44 S&W, .44 S&W Special, .44-40, 
.45 Colt (original caliber), .45 Auto, .450 Boxer, .450 Eley, .455 Eley, and .476 Eley. Colt           THE ORIGINAL .45Boom!

Jessica shooting a Colt .45 

single-action for the first 

time.
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fixed sight and adjustable dovetail rear sight, 
comes in all three standard barrel lengths, 
and in calibers .44 Special or .45 Colt.

We received two Colt Single Action Army 
revolvers for test and evaluation and boy 
was I excited to open the boxes! They were 
absolutely gorgeous. There is nothing like 
the look and feel of a Colt Single Action 
Army. Naturally, I wanted the original 
barrel length (7-1/2 inches) and the original 
caliber (.45 Colt). I finally got some of the 
local juniors together and out to the range 
we went. Smoke, thunder and lightning! 
Following all of the safety procedures we 
ingrain in the juniors constantly, we shot to 
our hearts’ content. We used factory Black 
Hills Ammunition along with some of my 
handloads with Hodgdon powder. Each of the 
juniors enjoyed shooting the SAA, though it 
would take a while for most of them to get 
used to it, especially the small-bladed front 
sight. Each gun shot very accurately and if 
the shooter did his job you could easily have 
one-inch groups at 15 yards from a rest.  

Check out the Colt Single Action Army 

along with the rest of Colt’s outstanding 
firearms at www.colt.com.

In 1873 the Winchester 1873 and the .44-
40 Winchester or .44 Winchester or .44 WCF 
(Winchester Center Fire) was introduced. 
This rifle was the first firearm that became 
known as “The Gun That Won The West.” 
It was the first metallic centerfire, metallic 
cartridge offered by Winchester. It didn’t 
take long for this rifle, 
along with the Colt 
Peacemaker in .44-40, 
to become the cowboy’s 
choice (approximately 
sometime between 1876-
1878.) He now could use 
the same cartridge in both 
his rifle and pistol.

We received an 1873 
Winchester replica from 
Cimarron Firearms to go 
along with this review. 

Peacemaker

Colt  THE ORIGINAL .45

“Kapow!” “Boom!” Cowboys, 
Indians, and outlaws of yesteryear.

Colt           THE ORIGINAL .45 Kapow!

3rd Generation in front 
and 1st Generation 
in back with a 1st 

Generation artillery 
model in a custom 

Dave Cox John Wayne 
gun rig.

Original 1873 .45 Colt with 
a 1863 conversion .50-70 

Government Sharps.

Wyatt feeling the recoil of 
the Peacemaker!

Cimarron’s 1873 Winchester short rifle 
in .44/40. Shots taken at 50-yards from a rest.

The gun was awesome! The action was 
smooth. It has a buckhorn rear sight and 
we were shooting one-hole groups at 25 
yards from a rest with Black Hills .44-40 
ammunition. These are fine guns that make 
the perfect match for the Colt SAA .44-40 
Peacemaker. Check out the Cimarron 1873 
at www.cimarron-firearms.com.
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The MGM 
Junior 3-Gun 
Camp 2014

By: Christian Sailer (15) 
and Wyatt Irish (16)

The MGM Junior 3-Gun Camp in Parma, Idaho was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. We 
received amazing one-on-one instruction from 3-Gun’s very best, such as Patrick Kelly, B. J. 
Norris, Craig Outzen, Max Michel, John Mouret and Travis Gibson. 

John Mouret of the Arizona State Police is a great 3-Gunner. To say the least, he is a beast. 
His class was about moving and shooting with a rifle. We started with a rifle transition warm-up 
on some paper targets, then learned proper carrying techniques moving from shooting box to 
shooting box in an efficient manner, shaving seconds off the timer.

Pat Kelly taught an all-shotgun stage. He explained chokes and cleared up some common 
misconceptions about them. Pat fixed our bad shotgun form in no time, and we were managing 
recoil better than ever and shooting faster. We then shot slugs at paper targets to see where they 
hit. My favorite drill was shooting a plate rack. We practiced swinging the gun and not stopping. 
We ended that class with shooting flying clay targets in the air! Pat was a great instructor and has 
a big personality! I took home a lot of good drills and skills to practice. 

B.J. Norris’s class was all about transitions. We practiced grabbing our rifle, pistol and shotgun 
out of a MGM gun box, taking off the safety and getting on target quickly. We ran through some 
drills and ended with a mock-stage that required a lot of transitions. We will definitely be safely 
transitioning guns a lot faster than ever before.

Craig Outzen taught us about proper shotgun stance to maintain balance when shooting. We 
tried a different, more aggressive stance and this new stance made it easier to manage shotgun 
recoil. Craig is a comedic guy and excellent role model.

One of the hardest things to do was long-range shooting. Travis Gibson helped us steady 
ourselves to take good clean shots on long-range targets. He also taught us how to get into 
different shooting positions that stabilized the rifle and allowed for a more accurate shot. 

One of the most recognized and accomplished figures in pistol shooting, Max Michel, taught 
us about proper grip and stance when shooting a pistol. We practiced leaning and shooting around 
barricades in some fun drills. We couldn’t get enough of his great teaching!

This camp was so much fun and more than I expected. The sponsors provided a lot of cool 
gear and supplies. Freedom Munitions gave us each 400 rounds of rifle ammo! This experience 
wouldn’t have been possible without all the generous sponsors and especially the camp organizers, 
Rhonda and Mike Gibson, the owners of MGM Targets. They were our main sponsor and are two 
of the kindest, most generous people I have ever met. They care about the next generation of 
shooters, and want to instill good morals and shooting values in us. Thank you to them and all of 
the sponsors for everything they put into this amazing camp.

Character . . . One simple word, 
yet it means so much to so many. 
This three-syllable word is the main 
subject at the MGM Junior Camps. 
The end goal of this camp is to 
make sure that each and every junior 
shooter’s moral compass points 
north. To make sure not only that the 
future greats in shooting are fast, but 
to be future great people as well. So 
as one could see, the MGM Junior 
Shooter Camps are a great source of 
self-improvement.

As for the shooting, I don’t see 
how someone couldn’t improve 
their 3-Gun skills, being trained by 
people like Pat Kelly, Craig Outzen, 
Travis Gibson, Max Michel, B. J. 
Norris, and John Mouret. I learned 
many skills like shooting transitions, 
shotgun drills and mastering my 
zero on my rifle. I will confidently 
say, “Look out!” to all competitions 
ahead, the juniors are coming.

In the end I guess I could say I 
had a fantastic time making friends 
from around the states, improving 
my skills as a shooter and improving 
myself as a person. I recommend 
this camp to all juniors who are 
reading this. I hope to see you next 
year at the camps and I can’t wait to 
meet you.

Wyatt:Christian:
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Wyatt:



Bipod Adapters Flashlight Mounts
Forends

Extended Magazine Releases

Barrels Accessory rails

www.odinworks.com

*Special Junior Shooters
Discount Program

Made in the USA
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MS1 SLING - MSRP $34.95

PARACLIP 
MSRP $9.95

QD SWIVEL 
MSRP $14.95

MS1 MS4 ADAPTER
MSRP $24.95

MS1 MS3 ADAPTER  
 MSRP $15.95

MS1 MS3-QD ADAPTER 
MSRP $20.95

THE MS1  
SLING SYSTEM  
COMPONENTS

ONE SLING FOR ALL MISSIONS
DEDICATED ADJUSTABLE TWO-POINT BASE SLING, THE MS1 
Built on the new MS1 slider for rapid, secure adjustments 
with no loops, tails, or snags. High durability 1-1/4”  
webbing and reinforced polymer hardware construction. 
Generous overall length with complete adjustability to fit  
all gear configurations.

VERSATILITY AND ADJUSTABILITY
Fit buckles allow changing out attachment hardware  
for different applications. Optional Magpul adapters and 
connectors allow one-point convertibility. Compatible  
with all 1-1/4” sling hardware and attachments.

100% made in the U.S.A. and Berry Amendment compliant.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.MAGPUL.COM

Multi-Mission Sling System

GM-22 SILENCER
• CALIBER: .22LR, .22WMR, .17HMR, .17HM2
• SOUND REDUCTION: 36-39 dB
• FULL AUTO RATED
• LENGTH: 5” / DIAMETER: 1” / WEIGHT: 2.5 OZ.
• MATERIAL: 7075 ALUMINUM
• MOUNT: 1/2-28 TI THREAD INSERT

.22-LR AMMO
• SUBSONIC
• 42GR
• 1020 FPS
• MATCH GRADE

SILENCERS DO MORE THAN 
SAVE YOUR HEARING. 

.22-LR AMMO
• SUBSONIC
• 42GR
• 1020 FPS
• MATCH GRADE

• LESS FELT RECOIL
• REDUCE MUZZLE RISE
• FASTER, BETTER FOLLOW UP SHOTS
• TIGHTER/MORE CONSISTENT GROUPINGS
LEARN MORE AT GEM-TECH.COM/JS

Gemtech-JS-22-half.indd   1 3/3/14   9:25 AM



COLT® is a licensed trademark of New Colt Holding Corp.  

M4 Ops

Dedicated .22 L.R.

 

 
800-784-4331 www.ruggedgear.com 

Rugged Gear Supports Junior Shooters 
Because We All Need Them! 

America’s young shooters are important to us all.   
These young athletes will be tomorrow’s adult shooters, 

preserving our shooting and hunting heritage.  These 
same young athletes are also good examples for others, 

both on and off the shooting range, portraying the 
 positive face of young people and 

firearms. 
 

Please join Rugged Gear as we support these young 
athletes and their shooting  

competitions. 
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By Kenny Durham

My first-ever memory of a break-open firearm was a 16-gauge single-shot shotgun that belonged to my mother’s cousin Paul. Paul 
did not hunt and the old shotgun had been passed down to him. His son Mike and I, as second cousins, were also best friends and 
although not yet old enough to hunt we would fondle the old gun, breaking it open and closing it repeatedly, dreaming of the day 
we would be old enough to fire a shotgun. We learned how to safely handle the gun from Mike’s dad. Furthermore, there was not a 
shotgun shell around the old place to be found. Ironically, I can’t recall that we ever did shoot the gun, but due to having handled it 
so many times I purchased a brand new Stevens 12-gauge single shot when I was in college with which I downed many ducks and 
pheasants; always bringing back to mind the old 16-gauge I had played with as a boy.

The other factor that came into play from my boyhood days was a burning interest in black powder. The movie “Davey Crockett” 
was the big adventure at the box office and I had been given a little book that told the story. In the center section of the book was a 
pictorial explanation of how a muzzleloading flintlock rifle worked. I was so intrigued by the illustrations that I knew a muzzleloader 
was something I would just have to have one day. And so it was that when I became old enough, I acquired a .45 caliber percussion 
rifle.

As an adult a half century or more later, my interest in black powder guns from all eras of history has not waned. But, I must admit 
that I was only interested in traditional flintlocks and percussion guns, and later on, the guns from the black powder cartridge era of 
the late 1800s. The graceful flintlocks from Pennsylvania and Kentucky, the big Hawken rifles of the Western Frontier, and the deadly 
rifled muskets of the Civil War accounted for the bulk of my black powder shooting. The modern, in-line, composite-stocked, scope-
mounted, camouflage-painted guns were of no interest to me. They were too much like a modern rifle to be considered a firearm being 
classed as a “primitive weapon” for my taste. But, my “old-school” opinion has changed as a result of handling and testing the new 
Vortek StrikerFire rifle from Traditions.

          StrikerFire

 The Vortek features include left and right cheek rests, Hogue 
Comfort Grip panels, studs for a sling, a storage compartment in the 
buttstock, and a REALTREE camo finish.

from Traditions Performance Firearms

Review!!Vortek
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The reason I began this article with the mention of the old break-
open single shot was that it called to mind the old 16-gauge when I 
picked up the new Vortek rifle. Ironically, the Vortek brings together 
the time-tested design of the old break-open single shot adapted 
into a muzzleloading rifle. But, as the saying goes, “This is not 
your grandfather’s break-open single shot.” Traditions has taken 
the basic design to a new level, thus making it safer and easier to 
operate than those from the days of my youth.

Instead of having a traditional thumb-operated lever atop the 
action, the Vortek is opened by depressing a finger-operated lever 
in front of the trigger guard. The action opens easily with very little 
pressure required to depress the lever. Additionally, if the lever 
is depressed while the striker is in the cocked position (ready to 
fire), the striker will be de-cocked automatically and returned to 
the “safe” position which brings up another departure from the old 
single-shot gun. The traditional hammer, which has to be pulled 
back in order to fire, has been replaced with a thumb slide that 
is pushed forward to cock the action. Pushing the slide forward 
into the firing position also exposes a red warning indicator 
signifying the cocking mechanism is in battery (ready to fire). The 
thumb slide also includes a de-cocking button which when pushed 
deactivates the striking system. Additionally, opening the action 
also deactivates the striking system. 

Furthermore, the gun has a traditional trigger safety like that of 
slide-action or semi-auto firearms thus making it one of the safest 
firearms I have ever encountered. Other features include synthetic 
stocks with Hogue Comfort Grip textured grip panels in both the 
forearm and buttstock. The buttstock features cheek rests on both 
sides for either right- or left-handed shooters plus a removable recoil 
pad that provides access to a storage compartment in the hollow 
butt in which a variety of items could be stored such as cleaning 
patches, a small bottle of cleaning solution, extra ammunition, first 
aid items or a day’s supply of candy bars.

On the business end, the rifle sports a round, fluted barrel having 
eight equally-spaced lands and grooves that make one turn in 
28 inches (1:28) thus making it suitable for the heaviest of .50 
caliber bullets. The breech plug contains no less than 12 threads 
and a rubber O-ring to insure that it’s sealed from escaping gasses. 
It includes double lead threads (removed with three complete 
revolutions) and a knurled knob for easy removal for cleaning even 
in the field. A breech plug wrench is included with the rifle, but 
in my testing if I applied some heavy grease (I use old-fashioned 
water pump grease) and snugged the plug finger tight, I could 
remove it with ease. Since the breech plug closes tight against the 
face of the action there is no need to over-tighten the plug; it can’t 
go anywhere.

This particular version of the Vortek StrikerFire is equipped 
with a factory-installed scope from Sport Optics with Weaver-style 
mounts. This is not simply a plain scope but rather a 3X-to-9X 
variable adjustment including a focusing ring on the eyepiece. The 
reticle is a duplex-style design so the extents of the fine crosshairs 
subtend 15 minutes of angle (15 MOA) at 100 yards when set at 4X 
power. The vertical crosshair also contains three additional stadia 
lines (one above and two below) the horizontal crosshair for either 
holding over or under when needed. Given the versatility of having 
variable power and the features of the reticle, any hunter having 
worked up the desired load and with the proper amount of practice 
should be able to know where to hold for any practical shooting 
distance during the hunt.

Finally, the rifle includes an anodized aluminum ramrod/cleaning 
rod with a reversible tip for either loading or cleaning. The entire 
rifle and scope, except for the ramrod and thimbles, is covered 
with Realtree Xtra camouflage coating. So, be careful where you 
set down this rifle in the field. You may spend the rest of the day 
looking for it! I do know of a true incident where a hunter set 
his camo-finished rifle against a tree while he answered “Mother 
Nature’s call.” When finished, he picked up his rifle and walked a 
short distance when he realized the rifle in his hands was not the 
one he had leaned against the tree, and from the appearance it had 
been there for several days. Upon returning to the tree, he found his 
rifle on the other side! 

Features 

The Vortek is  based on the classic break-open 
single shot but with many refinements that make it 
safer and easier to operate.

The recoil pad 
can be removed 
by depressing the 
buttons on both sides 
exposing a storage 
compartment in the 
stock.

A thumb-operated striker when 
pushed forward cocks the action.  
Pressing the metal button de-cocks the 
striker.
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Testing Results
The first load tested was with Goex FFg black powder with the 

Lyman bullet and the group is actually better than the photo shows. 
When this group was fired, I was still getting used to the rifle; still 
learning to manage the recoil for being consistent between shots. 
Previously, several shots were fired to get the rifle sighted on 
target. One advantage of the Vortek is that the breech plug can be 
removed, thus allowing one to bore sight the rifle and adjust the 
scope accordingly to get on target with ease. Also, when shooting 
black powder, I wiped the bore between shots to reduce the fouling. 
In a hunting situation one may not always be able to wipe between 
shots where a second or third shot may be required. But if possible, 
I recommend doing so regardless of whichever style of rifle, 
modern or traditional, is being used.

The second group was fired still using the Lyman bullet but with 
Pyrodex as the propellant. This group proved to be excellent with 
three of the five shots producing a one-hole group in the X-ring of 
the target and the other two less than an inch away. Although the 
loads were not chronographed, the Pyrodex probably produces a 
higher velocity than black powder which, in this case, may have 
improved the accuracy of the Lyman bullet.

The third group was fired using the Hornady Great Plains bullet 
with Pyrodex and proved to be an outstanding group. Five shots 
produced a proverbial “ragged hole” kidney-shaped group with 
three of the five essentially passing through the same above and to 
the right of center. To check the accuracy of the scope, I adjusted 
it accordingly and fired a sixth shot that took out the upper right 
quadrant of the X-ring.

The last group was fired with the PowerBelt bullets and Pyrodex 
still using the same powder charge as in all other groups fired. For 
some reason, the gun just did not shoot accurately with these bullets 
even though they fit the bore snuggly, listed by the manufacturer 
as being critical to accuracy. A five-shot group measured over six 
inches. Although the PowerBelts are excellent bullets, they did not 
yield acceptable performance with the load I was using. My guess 
is that weighing only 295 grains, thus being more of an “express” 
weight of bullet, a heavier powder charge might cause better 
obturation and yield better results. This is not unlike the old .45-70 
Government loaded with 70 grains of black powder and a 405-grain 
bullet versus the .45-90 Winchester loaded with 90 grains of black 
powder and a 300-grain bullet.

Since I am mostly a “traditionalist” when it comes to 
muzzleloaders, I was curious as to how this rifle would perform. 
Although there are several black powder substitutes, I chose to 
use only Pyrodex Select RS (FFg equivalent). My choice for black 
powder was Goex FFg. I chose these two powders simply because 
I know how both of them perform having used many pounds of 
each over the years. As for bullets, there were three that I used. The 
first was a .50 caliber, 398-grain hollow-base bullet from a Lyman 
mould (#500294) that unfortunately is no longer available. The 
Lyman bullet cast from 90:1 lead-tin alloy, (the slight amount of tin 
makes casting easier and does not adversely affect the malleability 
of the bullet) has performed well in my .50 caliber rifles over the 
years for both deer and elk. One item to note is that when using 
hollow-base bullets, I fill the base with bullet lube. The reason for 
doing so is that I seem to get more consistent expansion of the 
bullet and no flaring of the skirt even when using heavy charges 
of powder. Many recovered bullets have proved my theory to be 
correct. Also, under normal use, the hollow base is expanded by 
pneumatic pressure from the gas generated by the burning powder 
upon firing. When the base is filled with bullet lube (or patching 
lube), the pneumatic pressure acts upon the lube, thus converting 
the pressure from pneumatic into hydraulic pressure. Any time an 
energy force is converted from one type of energy to another there 
is an efficiency loss that occurs. In this case, the loss is desirable 
because the loss cushions the shock to the bullet, but still provides 
adequate obturation without affecting the velocity.

Bullet number two was the Hornady 385-grain Great Plains 
bullet. The Great Plains bullet is a semi-wad cutter-style bullet 
having a hollow point and a cupped base. They come pre-lubricated 
and are swaged from a special lead alloy according to the data 
provided. The Hornady bullet is well designed and has proven 
very successful over the years. The third bullet used was the 
295-grain plastic-skirted, pure lead bullet from PowerBelt. Again, 
like the previous bullets mentioned, bullets from PowerBelt have 
a proven reputation.

All the testing was done at 60 yards firing from a bench rest 
holding onto the forearm with my hand resting on sandbags. The 
powder charge for both Goex and Pyrodex was 80 grains measured 
by volume (not weight) using a volumetric black powder measure. 
The reason for using the 80-grain powder charge is based solely 
on my hunting experience. There is nothing magic about using 
80 grains of either powder, but I have found that it has proven to 
be an accurate load in a variety of rifles with good penetration; 
often passing completely through big game animals, but having 
less recoil than heavier charges. One can certainly use lighter 
or heavier powder charges if desired. Winchester standard 209 
shotgun primers were used exclusively throughout the testing.

The Lyman bullet used with Pyrodex 
Select RS yielded a five-shot group 
with three shots in one hole.

Goex black powder 
and a Lyman 398-grain 
bullet produced a nice 
group. The two high shots 
are a result of my getting 
familiar with the rifle.



Summary 

Caliber:     .50 Caliber Muzzle Loader
Action:       Break Open Single Shot
Barrel:       28-inch Chromoly Ultralight Tapered 
                     and Fluted, 1/28 Twist
Frame:       LT-1 Alloy
Trigger:     TAC2 System, 2-Stage 
                     Competition-Style set at 2 pounds
Safety:        Dual Safety System
Ignition:    209 Shotshell Primer
Weight:     7 ½ Pounds
Stocks:       Synthetic with Hogue Comfort-Grip 
                     Overmolding

Specs 
A threaded, removable 

breech plug makes for 
easy cleaning.

Standard 209 shotshell primers provide the 
ignition.  The breech plug utilizes a long, threaded 
shank and a rubber “O” ring to seal the gasses.

So how does the Vortek rate as a modern in-line muzzleloading rifle? I think it is on par with anything out there and I can find nothing 
in its features that I consider a detraction. It balances well, neither too heavy nor too light, with great ergonomics, nicely finished, 
excellent quality, and most of all, darn accurate!

There are a couple of things to consider however. This particular version of the Vortek, using a shotgun primer for ignition and 
mounted with a telescopic sight, may not be legal for use in a designated “muzzleloader” hunting season in some states. While here in 
Idaho it would be legal to use in any “general season” hunt, it would not qualify as a “muzzleloader” due to the regulations requiring 
that ignition on percussion muzzle loaders must be via percussion cap. Also, the sights are limited to open or peep sights. That said, 
Traditions has still got us covered. The barrel comes drilled and tapped for both front and rear sights. So, all one has to do is acquire 
(from Traditions) a breech plug that is fitted with a percussion cap nipple that uses a standard musket cap and a set of barrel sights. In 
a few minutes the Vortek can be converted to an iron-sighted, percussion cap-ignited rifle qualifying as a legal muzzleloader in many 
states.

The Vortek is certainly a rifle for all seasons, be it a substitute for a high-powered rifle or to take afield during the muzzleloading 
season.

See ya at the range,
Kenny Durham

The Hornady Great Plains bullet tore a 
“ragged hole” of five shots with three shots 
through the same hole. The shot in the X-ring 
was made after adjusting the scope….dead on!

Price: $649.00

Firing Mechanism: Strikerfire System with de-
cocking button, no external hammer

Sights:  3 x 9 40mm Variable Power Scope 
from Sport Optics. (Williams Fiber Optic Metal 
Sights Available)

Finish: REALTREE Xtra Soft Touch on 
Stocks, baked on metal


